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President’s Message 

                                   by Susan Haigh 

On Saturday March 9th our chapter was treated to 

a tour of one of the premier restoration boat works 

in the nation, Reuben Smith’s Tumblehome Boat 

Shop. The highly anticipated visit allowed us to 

see many historically significant boats in the pro-

cess of restoration, each one of them being re-

stored as nearly to original construction as possi-

ble, using specialized tools and techniques from 

both past and present to accomplish each project. 

The boats in the facility had a long and well re-

searched history, and mark a place in time where 

they were created and used. It was inspiring to see 

these wonderful boats being brought back to life.  

   We looked at a 1926 Sound Interclub Racing 

Sloop, originally from Long Island Sound, LOA 

28’9”, beam 7’10”. One of a fleet of 28 Marconi 

rigged sloops, designed by Henry Nevins and built 

at the Nevins boat yard, City Island NY, they 

sailed and raced on Long Island Sound until the 

late 1930s. As many as ten of them eventually 

made their way to Lake George in the 1940s, 

where they continued to sail and race. Only 5 of 

them remain worldwide, 4 of them at Tumble-

home, 2 of those, the “Ghost” and the “Caprice” 

restored and relaunched on Lake George, now re-

siding in the Tumblehome showroom.  

   What a fickle spring we’ve had!  The wet weather 

has Lake Champlain above flood stage for almost a 

month now slowing the start of boating season here. 

We haven’t seen the Burlington breakwater since the 

lake was frozen.  Hopefully high water will subside 

everywhere and we’ll be back boating before too 

long.  

   We’ve had two workshops since the last newslet-

ter.  I would like to thank Cyndy & Rueben Smith at 

Tumblehome for hosting our members in March and 

Hacker Craft for showing us a very impressive oper-

ation in April. If the lake level recedes and we can 

get our boats in the water, our first rendezvous is 

scheduled for June 22nd at the Old Dock House in 

Essex, New York.  Hope to see many members 

there.  

   As summer approaches we have our own boat 

show to look forward to on July 27th at the Burling-

ton Boathouse. We hope you’ll decide to attend the 

show and have enclosed a registration form (which is 

also available on our website). We are excited to an-

nounce two new hands-on opportunities this year. 

Emily Weber is working with the LCMM on getting 

two longboats at the show for people to try their 

hand at rowing these 30’ boats. Hannah Langsdale, 

the owner of the Friendship sloops, will be offering 

free two-hour cruises throughout the day on her two 

sloops.  Our annual boat parade will be the highlight 

of the show but dinner at the Marriott will be a won-

derful way to end the day.  Please consider joining 

us for a delicious dinner with boat club friends. 

   I am sad to let everyone know that we lost another 

member in April.  John Weeks was an active mem-

ber back in the early 2000s with his wife Anne.  

They had many boats to be proud of.  The Pacifier II 

was a Rhodes designed sloop built in Germany.  

Their 1951 Lyman Islander L’Anni was completely 

rebuilt from the keel up by John and Anne in their 

Plattsburgh driveway.  John was a very talented  
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 The next 2 photos are of the “Indian” below, a 

speedboat built in 1903. With detailed mahogany 

paneling, and an elegant torpedo type stern, this 

boat was originally propelled by a variable pitch 

prop to adjust the speed. She is a H.J. Leighton 

launch, and was a true speedboat of her day. Leigh-

ton’s boats won the Gold Cup races in 1905,1906, 

and 1907. He was famous for his two cycle multi-

cylinder engines and Indian was originally powered 

with one of these. She was likely built by Leyare, in 

Ogdensburg, NY and is carvel-planked cedar on 

oak. She is 30’ long with a 5’6” beam, and is a semi

-displacement hull. Her original engine ran at 18 

mph. She will be re-powered with a modern electric 

20 KW motor, and a lithium ion battery back, and 

will make at least the same speed.  
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engineer with Imperial Wall Covering Co. but was 

better known for all the furniture he built for family 

members.  I was fond of both John and Anne and 

John will be missed by many.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Having spent plenty of years on Lake Champlain 

we all are accustomed to changeable weather so no 

guarantees but the breakwater will be back and boat-

ing season will start. Hope to see everybody in their 

boats real soon! 



The following is excerpted from an article by Jenny Marchal, 

titled : Science Explains How Staying Near Water Can 

Change Our Brains  

————————————————————— 

   Have you ever felt at peace when you’re walking 

by the ocean? A sense of rejuvenation when you 

stand by a waterfall? How about taking in the view 

of a breathtaking lake from your window? We can 

often report feeling a sense of calm when we’re 

around water and scientists say, this is having a posi-

tive effect on our brains. 

So what exactly is happening to our brains when we 

surround ourselves with water? Well, the calming 

effect is down to a vacation for our brains from over-

stimulation. Looking at water and listening to its 

sound puts our overloaded minds into a relaxed and 

hypnotic-like state with the benefit of this being a 

different way that our brain processes thoughts, lead-

ing to more calm and creative states and an increase 

our well-being. 

   Often referred to as blue space, the impact of the 

sea, rivers, lakes on our happiness and well-being is 

being researched much more by neuro-scientists and 

psychologists. Wallace J. Nichols, a marine biolo-

gist, has discussed and published the different ways 

bodies of water really can positively affect us and 

many psychologists have researched how just having 

blue space in front of you can boost your mental 

health. 

   When we hear the crashing of waves by the ocean, 

it can actually put us into a mindful, mediative state. 

The sound of waves has been found to alter the 

brain’s wave patterns and invoking a meditative, re-

laxed state. Even simply observing the movement of 

water causes our minds to calm. This has numerous 

benefits for contributing to lowering depression, 

lowering stress levels, anxiety, and promotes better 

mental clarity and sleep patterns. 

   When we’re near water, our brains switch off from 

busy mode to relaxed mode. This naturally leads our 

brains to open up because it’s not focused on the 

millions of thoughts swirling around that can often 

lead to stress or anxiety. When your brain is in this 

relaxed state, it is open more to inspired and creative 

thoughts. In essence, we are switching our brains off 

or giving it a rest from the norm causing a better 

mental environment for insight and introspection. 

   Awe is an important factor in the recently popular 

science of positive psychology. The emotion of awe 

contributes greatly to our happiness because it not 

only allows us to be in the present moment but it 

causes us to think about our place in the world 

around us invoking a feeling of being hum-

ble, feelings of a connection to something beyond 

ourselves and the pure vastness of nature. 

   Exercising is obviously a good way to improve 

our mental well-being, however going for a run or 

walk by the ocean will increase these benefits ten 

fold. Going for a swim in a lake or cycling along a 

river trail will give you more of a mental boost than 

working out in a crowded city or gym environment. 

The idea is that being surrounded by blue space trig-

gers a more positive benefit to exercising, with the 

intake of negative ions into our systems increasing. 

   The effects of positive and negative ions on our 

well-being have been considered a natural influence 

on how we feel. Positive ions are emitted by electri-

cal appliances such as computers, microwaves and 

hairdryers that drains us of our natural energy 

whereas negative ions are generated by waterfalls, 

oceans waves, and thunderstorms. The rich amount 

of negative ions in the atmosphere accelerate our 

ability to absorb oxygen, balance levels of seratonin 

(the chemical linked to mood and stress), and con-

tributes towards rejuvenating the mind and improv-

ing alertness and concentration. 

   Not only does being near water increase your 

sense of well-being, but being submerged in a natu-

ral source of water such as the sea or a lake invigor-

ates your body greatly. The differing temperatures 

add benefits from both sides – the natural, cold chill 

can provide a soothing treatment for your nerves 

and refresh the body both mentally and physically 

while warmer waters during the summer can help 

relax muscles and tensions. 

   So, if you’re looking to clear your head then 

search for some blue space – whether you’re lucky 

enough to visit the ocean or just sitting near your 

local fountain, water has a powerful influence on the 

brain and can help change your mental clarity, ca-

pacity, happiness, and well-being. 
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The most complete service between 

New York City and Montreal 

Our certified technicians and first-class craftsmen are tops in their fields. With our 

50 ton lift and sheds accommodating boats to 48 feet, we’re the perfect place to 

leave your boat for major repairs or maintenance—winter or summer. 

~ 

In continuous operation since 1826, 

providing friendly service and Yankee integrity on Lake Champlain. 

 

See the whole Shelburne Shipyard story at 

Harbor Road, Shelburne, Vermont 05482 

802, 985-3326       email:ssy@shelburneshipyard.com 



 

by Susan Haig 

On Saturday April 20th, 2019 Hacker Boat Compa-

ny, owned by George Babcock, generously opened 

their doors to our Chapter allowing us to see their 

magnificent boats being constructed. There were 

about 20 attendees, and we were all impressed by the 

quality of workmanship and materials that go into 

each boat, as well as the number of boats being built.     

On this Saturday there were about 5 craftspeople 

working, keeping up with a production line of about 

16-20 new custom boats being built each year as well 

as many restorations, repairs and retrofits.                                                                                                                                                                 

Our tour was guided by very knowledgeable staff, 

John Skinner, Restoration Manager and Sales Asso-

ciate, and Sam Bowman, who has worked on these 

boats for 15 years and humbly regards himself as an 

apprentice. The discussion of how the runabout hull 

designs have changed from generation to generation 

was interesting, the smooth and slower ride the origi-

nal Hacker runabout offered, and how now most cus-

tomers want the faster design. The mahogany used is 

top of the line, nearing the quality used for musical 

instruments, and it is used for every stage of con-

struction starting with the frame, the ribs made of 

laminating mahogany with 3M-5200, to the finish 

planking. Every boat is custom built to the owner’s 

desires using the expertise of their Naval Architect, 

Jeff Brown, their Master Boat Builder, Tim Gau-

treau, and the craftspeople numbering about 28.                                         

The first half of the enormous shop had around 10 

boats under various stages of construction. The sec-

ond half held boats being restored. There was a ma-

chine shop building with fantastic tools, and a finish 

shop building, holding several more eye popping 

crafts. Below are pictures of the different stages of 

construction and the other parts of our tour. 

Sam Bowman 



Excerpted from Woodshop News 

Unraveling the Mysteries of Mahogany 
 

By John English 

 
   It’s gotta be the most confusing wood out there. Mahogany 

comes in many guises, including genuine, sapele, utile, Philip-

pine, Spanish cedar, African and Fiji. In fact, some woods sold 

as mahogany aren’t even family members. For woodshop buy-

ers, here are some notes that might help clarify the choices. 

   Genuine mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla): The most pop-

ular species actually has many other names, too. These include 

Honduras, Peruvian, Bolivian, American, South American and 

bigleaf. The “genuine” title comes from the fact that early cab-

inetmakers and shipwrights used this species exclusively until 

it began to get a little scarce, after which those industries both 

turned to African and Asian substitutes. 

   Genuine mahogany is among the most workable woods 

available, in part because of its legendary stability. It has rela-

tively even coloring and grain characteristics within the same 

board, but the color from tree to tree can vary quite a bit. 

Boards in a bunk can range from gray to red, so check with the 

warehouse on color or sift through the rack if possible when 

buying. Hardness can also be an issue: this species roams in 

specific gravity from about 0.39 to 0.56, so it can be as soft as 

poplar or harder than hard maple. 

   That huge variation in both color and hardness lets some 

suppliers substitute other less valuable species for genuine 

mahogany. Most notable among these is the relatively bland 

lauan, which is sold in the U.S. as Philippine mahogany. It is 

generally a little bit redder than the real thing and, while it is in 

itself a valuable material, lauan is simply not as attractive. 

Genuine mahogany has a long history in both furniture and 

boatbuilding. It comes from a huge area of Central and South 

America, ranging from southern Mexico all the way through 

Brazil. The trees can be immense — up to 150 feet tall and 

more, with trunk diameters in mature trees at about 6 feet. Be-

cause of its stable nature, it can often be found in widths of 

12” to 18”, and sometimes even wider. For example, wholesal-

er J. Gibson McIlvain usually stocks boards up to 35” wide. 

   Restrictions by the Brazilian and Bolivian governments on 

harvesting and exporting during the last few years have turned 

buyers’ attention to Peru, where a large amount of the native 

growth has been felled. However, this species is still in good 

supply at fairly reasonable prices. It is becoming less available, 

in large part because it doesn’t do well as a farmed species. 

Genuine mahogany grows naturally as individual trees (usually 

fewer than five trees to the acre). When concentrated on farms 

where volume is essential to profit (that is, where trees are 

planted close together), it becomes very susceptible to insect 

damage. 
   Speaking of harvesting, one close cousin of genuine mahog-

any, commonly known as Cuban mahogany, was harvested so 

heavily during the last 400 years that it is no longer a viable 

commercial timber and only rarely appears on the market. 

   Genuine mahogany carves, cuts and turns beautifully and it 

is a pleasure to finish, although in some applications it does 

need a little grain filling. It behaves well with stains and dyes, 

and the rich color gives furniture and cabinetry a luxurious 

tone. 

   African mahogany (Khaya ivorensis): This less expensive, 

but still beautiful, hardwood is found in a natural range that 

includes the Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria and Cameroon in 

West Africa. If one thinks of Africa as being shaped like the 

handle of a pistol, these countries are all around the area where 

the trigger would be. The climate here is tropical and Came-

roon is home to some of the wettest places on the planet with 

annual rainfall in the neighborhood of 400”. For perspective, 

the wettest spot in the continental U.S. is Aberdeen Reservoir 

in Washington, with about 130” annually. 

   All that heat and moisture delivers wood that has very con-

sistent color and grain, with a light pink to deep red range of 

pigment. The word most commonly used to describe this spe-

cies is “lustrous,” which dictionaries define as having a sheen, 

gleam or radiance. These adjectives are usually associated with 

light and African mahogany does seem to glow when finished, 

especially as light rakes across a wide surface. The interlocking 

grain is usually straight, but crotches and other figured areas 

can be downright dramatic. When working this species, it feels 

a little heavier and harder than genuine mahogany and its varie-

gated grain can appear as ribbons of light and dark color. There 

is little aroma and few woodworkers have noted allergies to it, 

but it does have a reputation for reacting with ferrous (iron-

based) metals, so consider your hardware choices carefully. It 

can leave blackish stains if a reaction takes place. 
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A Full Service Marina 

802, 425-2431        www.pointbaymarina.com                                                           

email: pbm@gmavt.net 

Upcoming Events 

6/20/19 ACBS Spring Meeting .  Lake Hopatcong, NJ 

6/22/19  Rendezvous Old Dock House .….. Essex, NY 

7/6/19    Runabout Rendezvous ….. Saranac Lake, NY 

7/27/19  Annual Vintage Boat Show .. Burlington, VT 

8/31/19   Red Mill Rendezvous …... Basin Harbor, VT 
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African mahogany is used in fine furniture and casework, ar-

chitectural millwork, by luthiers for musical instruments, and 

also in window and door applications because, like genuine 

mahogany, it is quite resistant to water damage. In addition to 

ivorensis, the Khaya genus also includes several other com-

mercially harvested species. Your wholesaler might offer an-

thotheca, grandifolia or senegalensis options, all of which are 

correctly described as African mahogany. 

   Sapele (Entandrophragma cylindricum): The third most 

popular option, sapele is a slightly smaller tree with mature 

diameters at about 4 to 5 feet. It grows right along the equator, 

from the Congo to Uganda, and also in Ghana and a few other 

spots in West Africa. Sapele is quite common as a veneer op-

tion for architectural millwork because of its dramatic light 

and dark ribbons when quartersawn. Machine dust from this 

species can be irritating, causing both skin and breathing prob-

lems, so a good dust collection system is a must. Despite that, 

it’s very popular because it costs only about half the price of 

genuine mahogany. It’s a relatively soft hardwood, a bit hard-

er than other mahoganies, and it machines well. 

Sapele is generally a little darker than other mahogany spe-

cies, running more to brown than red. Flat-sawn boards are 

relatively uniform in color and grain, while quartersawn sape-

le is very distinctly striped. It can distort and move a little 

more than its cousins, too. The surface at times can be “hairy” 

because of the interlocked grain, and sanding can often pro-

duce better surfacing results than knives. A variant is pomelle 

sapele, which has a quilted surface that can reflect light in 

myriad directions, causing it to have exceptional depth and 

drama. 

   Spanish cedar (Cedrela odorata): This species is a member 

of the mahogany family and is most definitely neither a soft-

wood nor a cedar. It grows throughout most of South America 

and especially in a swath from Bolivia to Columbia and west 

to Peru. 

   In color and grain, Spanish cedar looks a lot like genuine 

mahogany, although they smell very different. The former has 

an aroma that is decidedly similar to fresh-cut cedar, especial-

ly when milled. It is used in casework and millwork and often 

finds a home as a liner for closets and chests because it repels 

insects. As it is both lightweight and stable, Spanish cedar is a 

good choice for canoes, small boat hulls, musical instruments 

and even carving stock. It works well outdoors and is quite 

reasonably priced. And even though it doesn’t weigh much, 

it’s fairly strong structurally so it can be used in furniture, 

especially pieces that reside on decks and patios. 

   Fiji mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla): There has been a 

turbulent and somewhat troubled history of harvesting mahog-

any in Fiji. Much of it seems to involve allegations of both 

government and corporate corruption, with landowners there 

claiming that questionable leases were used by the govern-

ment to harvest not just lumber, but also the landowners’ prof-

its. Last April, U.S. ambassador to Fiji Frankie Reid and rep-

resentatives from the hardwoods industry attended the launch 

of Fiji Pure Mahogany, which is intended to ensure 

“sustainability, legality and the socially responsible use of this 

new hardwood brand.” 
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Fiji mahogany looks like a legitimate and sustainable alterna-

tive to more expensive native timber from both Africa and 

South America. There might still be some political issues at-

tached to it that a woodshop might want to research, but for 

now some eminent U.S. corporations such as Gibson Guitar 

are already betting on this new brand. 

Sipo (Entandrophragma utile): Often called simply utile, this 

species has been used in Europe for a long time as a mahoga-

ny substitute and is gaining popularity in the U.S. It is a rela-

tive of African mahogany that looks like a plain and somewhat 

darker version of sapele. It can be hard to dry in a kiln, but 

woodworkers like it because it behaves well around blades 

and that makes it a good choice for doors, windows and mold-

ings. Utile has little bright flecks in it that reflect light.  

 

Michael Sinclair 

821 Ferry Road       Charlotte, VT 05445 

802, 528-9881 

 






