


ANNUAL SPRING MEETINGS

This fi rst meeting of the year takes place in Plattsburgh, 
New York, is the “kick off” or the “ice is out” gathering for 
the coming summer of boating. It’s the so nice to be together 
again, meeting after a long 
winter of sanding, varnishing 
and dreaming about boating. 
We inspire each other over 
dinner to get those wooden 
beauties in the water as early 
as possible. A program of 
interest follows the dinner, 
such as a slide presentation 
of a year’s trip making the 
great circle route. Jill and Bill 
Truex made this trip from 
Lake Champlain west to Chi-
cago, down the Mississippi 
to the Gulf, east to Florida 
through the Gulf of Mexico 
and north to Lake Cham-
plain using the intercoastal 
waterway. 

CLUB RENDEZVOUS

Summers are short here in the states of Vermont and 
New York State so, in order to make the most of the water 
fun, we plan days close to home. We call these gatherings our 
Club Rendezvous. Returning to the familiar ports on Lake 
Champlain is pleasant to do every summer: The Basin Harbor 
Club, Westport Marina, The Burlington Boathouse, Hero’s 
Welcome, Willsboro Bay, Essex Marina, Plattsburgh Marina, 
Valcour Island. We loaf, swim, explore, and dine, as our fan-
cies dictate. We dash across Lake Champlain’s clear waters at 
the wheels of our boats, admiring the glistening transoms of 
the those passing us. The sight of a summer sunset from the 
helm of a fi ne wooden boat is truly beautiful and, in the fall, it 
nourishes our souls until our next summer rendezvous.

After Bill gave this slide 
show of his long trip 
in Transition, sombody 
asked, “What was the 
worst moment of the 
trip?” Jill replied that 
it was a bad time in a 
lock with treacherous 
counter currents. Bill, 
at the helm, asked Jill’s 
advice on what to do 
and Jill replied in a very 
loud voice, “Just drive 
the damn boat!”

Bill Truex giving his presentation of the Great Circle Route

Ed Bombard Moves Out in White Rose with Friends

The Rusty Anchor Provides another Social Time

A Reality Quote from Jill

The Great Circle Loop
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 FALL AND 
SUMMER CRUISES

Some of our special 
events, the Fall and Summer 
Cruises, are overnighters of 
one and two nights. Our 
summer cruises have taken 
us to Whitehall, NY and 
to the Thousand Islands, 
where we were hosted by our 
friendly neighboring Adiron-
dack chapter. We participated 
in their chapter’s boat show 
and one our of member’s 
boat, “Impromptu,” won 
a best Chris Craft award. Also 
we went to Old Forge to explore the Fulton Chain of lakes 
named First, Second, Third and Fourth Lakes. 

Chapter Boats locking through to Chambly Basin Judy & Guy patiently awaiting “lift-up”  

Lunch Stop at Ray Jenkins camp Upper Saranac

Our Fall Cruise is a 
“must.” Six to ten boats 
trailered to places like the 
Adirondack Lakes in New 
York State, rich in history 
and beauty: Tupper, Saranac, 
Chateaugay, St. Regis, and 
Lake George. One memo-
rable time was the year of 
the tragedy of September 11, 
2001, when we left Rouse’s 
Point at the northerly tip of 
Lake Champlain and trav-
eled the Richleau River to 
the Chambly Basin. All along 
the shore, Canadians gave 
us a supportive wave as we 
motored by. During these 
cruises, we dine together 
for dinner and breakfast to 
refl ect on the day’s water trip 
and become better friends 
by sharing stories with each 
other. 
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