






Jan Dean�s article nicely 
highlights her and Don�s 
early involvement in the new 
Chapter. Her story is shared 
by many others involved with 
the creation of our chapter 
and talks about the begin-
ning years and the trips taken 
to make our chapter a viable 
and productive organiza-
tion. The story, Jan tells, is 
of Don�s and her love and 
enjoyment with wooden 
boats, years before the  chap-
ter was established, and their 
involvement after its forma-
tion.

Basin Harbor Boat Show

JAN DEAN’S STORY: “A LABOR OF LOVE”
Classic boating in the Dean family was led by Don. A 

man with a vision for derelict boats and cars and fortunately 
the ability and determination to see his projects to fruition. 
His � rst classic boat was acquired as a teenager. This 1933 22� 
Chris Craft Cadet had burned and sank on Lake George. His 
sister became co-owner with him at the time it was needed to 
purchase it�s power (engine). This vessel provided a number 
of fun years water skiing and cruising. When this boat needed 
more care than she could provide, Don�s sister sold the cadet 
and �upgraded� to � berglass.

Our � rst connection to the Ladue Family was with Ste-
phen who Don worked with at Imperial Wallcovering. Just the 
sight of the Ladue collection revived Don�s interest in clas-
sic boats. An invitation to go on an acquisition trip was joy-
fully accepted by Don and off he went with Stephen to Lake 
Memphremagog to pick up yet another collectible. As you can 
imagine that treasure was not alone. It had several friends rest-
ing along side it out there in the woods.
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