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THE DiscoveERrY

Samuel De Champlain, who amongst other traits was
an explorer, navigator, cartographer, soldier and chronicler,
was known as the “Father of New France.” Over more than
30 years he founded, colonized, and administered French
settlements in North America. In 1609, not long after found-
ing Quebec City, De Champlain paddled up the Richelieu
River and into the waters of the lake that he would name after
himself.

Samuel de Champlain,
accompanied by a handful of
French soldiers and scores of
Algonquin warriors, explored

Lake Champlain by canoe.
This picture, drawn by de
Champlain, circa 1613, depicts
a battle between Champlain’s
contingent and the Iroquois,
an encounter that would pre-
cipitate war for nearly

two centuries.
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